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TRANSLATION OF NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-121667 
Date Drafted: January 22, 2004 
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Attorney: Kenzo HARA 
Provisions Applied: Sections 29 bis 

This application is rejected for the reasons set forth 
below. If the applicant has any comments on this Office 
Action, a response should be filed within 60 days from the 
mail date of this Action. 

Reason for Refusal 
The invention described in the application in 
reference to claims listed below is identical with an 
invention disclosed in the specification or drawings 
originally attached to the request of another application 
for a patent which was filed earlier than the patent 
application and for which the Patent Gazette was 
published or the laying open for public inspection was 
effected after the filing of the patent application. Besides, 

1 



the inventor of the patent application and the inventor of 
the other application for a patent are not the same person, 
and, at the time of filing of the patent application, the 
applicant of the patent application and the applicant of 
the other application for a patent are not the same person, 
either. Therefore, the patent is not granted according to 
Section 29 bis of the Japanese Patent Law. ) 

Remarks (See List for References Cited) 
Claims 1-8 
Reference cited 1 
Note: 

Claim 1 of the prior application (laid-open 
application publication of the document 1) describes an 
invention of an image processing device storing a basic 
image processing program which is always executable and 
an extended image processing program which is 
executable when an inputted password is determined as 
correct. 

There is no particular difference between an 
operation by pressing a release key disclosed by the 
present application and an operation by inputting a 
password disclosed by: the prior application. Since a 
mechanism of carrying out an access from a program for 

r 

controlling basic operations to another control program, 
which is disclosed by the present application, is obvious 



in itself, there is no substantial difference between the 
prior application and the present application. 

Reference Cited 
1. Japanese Patent Application No. 11-274875/1999 
(see Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 
2001-103270) 
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